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Collegedunia Connect 3.0 
Theme- Innovation in Education: The Key to Transforming India

About Collegedunia Connect

Collegedunia Connect with the aim to catalyse a holistic transformation of the Indian education sector. It 

seeks to bring together policymakers, educators, industry leaders, and stakeholders from diverse back-

grounds to collectively ideate & discuss the challenges, opportunities, and aspirations of education in 

India. Our vision for the Education Summit in India is to create an inclusive, equitable, and future-ready 

education system that fosters lifelong learning, critical thinking, creativity, and innovation.

Collegedunia Connect 1.0

The Chennai Chapter

Collegedunia Connect 2.1

The Gujarat Chapter

Collegedunia Connect 2.0

The Delhi Chapter

Collegedunia Connect 3.0

The Delhi Chapter

In the pursuit of transforming education and enlightening all stakeholders, Collegedunia Successfully
introduced the 3rd Chapter, "Collegedunia Connect 3.0," in the National Capital - New Delhi. The event

 brought together the education fraternity, all under one roof.

The Indian Education System had undergone a significant paradigm shift from the conventional
chalk-and-talk model of learning to modern digital learning. The shift also extended from passive
learning to hands-on experiential learning, which could be largely attributed to the innovation in

education. The aim of Collegedunia Connect 3.0, was to contribute to this Era of Innovation an
 usher in massive changes in the Indian educational system.
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Keynote Address

Guest of Honour

Mr. Sahil Chalana 
Founder of Collegedunia

Dr. Akhilesh Gupta 
Secretary, SERB, Department of Science & Technology 

Govt. of India

Mr. Ashok Kumar, IPS
Director General of Police 

Govt. of Uttarakhand

Mr. Vikram Singh
Chancellor

Noida International University
Former Director General of Police

Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

Mr. Kundan Kumar, IAS
Resident Commissioner

Govt. of Bihar

Highlighted India's startup success, emphasizing the changing 
ecosystem for youth. Urged more involvement from entrepreneurs, 
noting the launch of the National Research Foundation. Stressed 
collaboration's importance in the evolving fields of AI and ML.

Stressed the importance of innovation and education, highlighted the actual value of 
innovation and the need for research, and expressed gratitude to the organizers.

Shared a perspective on the rapid pace of change and the importance of adaptability. 
Expressed belief in India's prominence in this century and commended the audience as 
the engines of this change.

Expressed gratitude to CD for impactful topics, highlighting midday meals in school 
education. Emphasized post-Covid innovation and encouraged its continuous pursuit. 
Addressed the importance of quality education and infrastructure, congratulating CD 
for free counseling to students exploring colleges.

Defining the incredible journey of Collegedunia. Since our inception in 2014, our mission has been 
to assist students in securing the colleges they truly deserve. In 2017, we achieved a milestone 
with 10,000 reviews, followed by a remarkable 30 million in traffic in 2018. Today, we proudly 
serve over 2,500 clients, with more than 300,000 admissions. The addition of Study Abroad in 
2018 resulted in over 2,000 successful admissions, and our partnership with SP Jain has been a 
significant collaboration. Beyond this, Collegedunia continues to explore new ventures.



WHITE PAPER LAUNCH
“Reimagining Education in India”

Dr. Anup K Singh
Director General
Nirma University

Dr. Indrajit Bhattacharya
Former Director

NABET

Prof. Padmakali Banerjee
Vice Chancellor & President

Sir Padampat Singhania 
University

Mr. Abishek Kumar Yadav
Founder Chairman

Griffins International School

Ms. Mamta Nanda
Principal

Ryan International 
School, Rohini 

Ms. Arti Bahadur
Principal

Ryan International 
School, Vasant Kunj

Ms. Aparna Erry
Principal 

DAV Public School

Mr. Ashok G. Verghese
Pro Chancellor

Hindustan Institute of 
Technology & Science

Dr. M C Misra
Former Director

AIIMS

Dr. Maneesh Mishra
Executive Vice President 

NSDC

Dr. Sujeet Eric Masih
Principal

Apeejay School

Mr. Vishal Khurma
CEO

Woxsen University

Prof. Sandeep Sancheti
Provost

Marwadi University

Mr. Manivannan 
Ranganathan
Business Head

TCS

Col. Anil Kumar 
Pokhriyal

CEO & Former Head
MEPSC

Dr. Sanjay Yadav
Chief Scientist

NPL

Dr. Abhilasha Gaur
CEO

ESSCI

Prof. Balvinder Shukla
Vice Chancellor
Amity University

Noida

Mr. Onkar Bagaria
CEO

Vivekananda Global
University

Dr. Dheeraj Sanghi
Vice Chancellor

JK Lakshmipat University 
Jaipur

Prof. Sudhirkumar 
Barai

Director
BITS Pilani

Prof. P. B. Sharma
Vice Chancellor
Amity University

Gurugram

Dr. S. S. Mantha
Former Chairman

AICTE

Prof. K.K. Aggrawal
Former Chairman
National Board of 

Accreditation

Dr. Harivansh Chaturvedi
Director
BIMTECH

Mr. Rachit Bhatnagar
CEO

AASSC

Dr. Sridevi Sira
Dy Director,
NASSCOM

Mr. Ravin Nair
COO

QS I-GAUGE

OUR ADVISORY COMMITTEE

He commended Collegedunia for its commitment to student-centric college admissions, highlighting the importance of a well-began 
journey being halfway accomplished. He acknowledged Collegedunia's efforts in diversification and internationalisation, citing them as 
progressive initiatives.

~Prof. Sandeep Sancheti, Provost, Marwadi University

He lauded the commendable efforts of Collegedunia in aiding students and maintaining a strong focus on student-centricity. Delving into 
the discussion, then he emphasised the importance of "Skilled-Based Learning" and "self-reliance", highlighting these as key aspects in the 
realm of education and personal development.

~Dr.  Nagesh Bhandari, President, Indus University

He emphasised the focus on the transformation and growth of universities, as well as the development of faculty. He highlighted the 
significance of the '4 Chands': cultivating impactful knowledge, fostering innovation among students and dignitaries, seizing 
entrepreneurship opportunities in this favourable time, and ensuring sustainable transformation of campuses. Emphasising a collaborative 
environment involving authorities, parents, faculty, and students for innovative ideas, he concluded by stressing that all discussed points are 
meaningful only when backed by integrity and collaboration.

~Prof.  P.B. Sharma, Vice Chancellor, Amity University - Gurugram

She highlighted shifts in education, including changes in admissions and parental expectations. Advocating collaboration for student and 
industry benefit, she referenced PM Modi's vision. Stressing the importance of adapting curricula to industry needs, she emphasised the 
transformative role of online education catalysed by COVID. Concluding, she underscored the significance of personalised learning, 
research, and innovation, expressing gratitude to fellow delegates and CD.

~Prof.  Balvinder Shukla, Vice Chancellor, Amity University - Noida

Commencing with congratulations to CD for their significant support to students and the education industry. He highlighted the potential of 
a multilingual approach, foreseeing increased opportunities and innovation in the educational landscape.

~Prof.  Sudhir Kumar Barai, Director, BITS Pilani



Dr. Vivek Suneja
Director 

FMS

He further emphasized the significance of autonomy, asserting its crucial role in fostering 
creativity and innovation. Highlighting the value of data as currency, he underscored 
innovation as the key. Concluding, he labelled the current period as transformative years.

Dr. Mamta Rani Agarwal
Advisor
AICTE

She   outlined India's top 10 jobs, stressing the importance of skills and practical knowledge. 
She anticipated 150 million new jobs but cautioned about the potential loss of 75 million 
manual jobs. Emphasizing hiring based on skills, not roleplay, she highlighted the crucial roles 
of resilience and learning ability in an individual's career.

Prof. Sudhirkumar Barai
Director

BITS Pilani

He advocated for government support in allowing colleges to embrace technology for 
innovation. Noting the shift due to the pandemic, he highlighted the increasing importance of 
digital learning. Emphasizing quality delivery, he suggested it would inherently bring about 
flexibility in education.

Mr. Jeet Marwadi
Trustee 

Marwadi University

Concluding the discussion, he underscored the need for government and senior educational 
bodies to collaborate with private universities and colleges for the promotion of skill-based 
education. Emphasizing the importance of providing value to the industry, he highlighted the 
collective effort required for the advancement of education.

Mr. Yuvraj Malik
Director 

National Book Trust

He stressed the importance of utilizing books in libraries, emphasizing their role in education. 
Continuing, he discussed the pivotal role of colleges in driving innovation in technologies.

PANEL DISCUSSION 
Industry 4.0: New Skills for a New World



Mr. Ravin Nair
COO 

QS I-GAUGE

He highlighted Singapore University's response to industry demands by offering courses in 
Masters in Data Science and Master in Artificial Intelligence. Stressing the alignment with 
current industry needs, he emphasized the necessity for flexibility in the curriculum.

Prof. Tarun Anand
Chancellor

Universal AI University

He expressed delight at being part of Collegedunia, stressing the shift to tech-driven educa-
tion. He highlighted AI's crucial role, citing its impact and swift innovations during the COVID 
era. Emphasising future changes, he urged proactive innovation, advocating a "me to we" 
culture and encouraging student involvement with AI models, affirming AI's positive potential.

Ms. Radhika Bhandari
Director

Western India Institute of Aeronautics

She pointed out that when discussing quality, it necessitates adequate resources. 
Advocating for a focus on fees capping, she highlighted its importance. Additionally, she 
underscored the significance of accuracy as another crucial factor that should be 
prioritized.

Mr. Devansh Singh
CEO

IES University

He underscored the impact of modern technology on various industries, citing the example of 
drone technology in the medical field. Emphasizing the potential to enhance productivity and 
elevate quality, he proposed the creation of an app for organ donors.

Mr. Rhithik Jassar
Chairman 

Jassar Dental Medical Education Health Foundation

He endorsed the idea that academic freedom is essential, 
emphasizing that creativity and innovation thrive only in 
its presence.



Ms. Shashanka Ala, IAS
Special Secretary 

Govt. NCT of Delhi

She discussed government initiatives such as smart classrooms, quality education, and 
E-vidya, underscoring the latter's role in providing equitable access through advanced 
software and training tools. She emphasized the necessity for government funding for 
private universities.

Dr. Maneesh Mishra
Executive Vice President

NSDC

Emphasizing a shift to a hybrid model for flexibility and engagement, he advocated for 
adaptive learning to reduce anxiety and provide instant feedback, distinguishing between 
personalized and adaptive approaches based on individual needs and progress.

Exploring predictive learning and Technology-Enabled Subjective Assessment (TESA), the 
shift towards a hybrid model is advocated for enhanced flexibility, engagement, quicker 
feedback, and improved communication. Adaptive learning is proposed to alleviate 
anxiety and provide instant feedback. The distinction between personalized and 
adaptive learning, tailored to individual needs and progress, is emphasized.

Dr. Aman Mittal
Vice President

Lovely Professional University

He shared LPU's initiative with the Learning Management System (LMS) for 
personalized feedback, underlining the significance of personalized and 
affordable education. By tracking data insights such as screen time and 
focus areas, the aim is to enhance student performance.

Positively emphasizing the benefits of collaborations with edtech platforms, the 
discussion highlighted the exposure students gain from collaborating with teachers and 
professors. The mention of student rankings based on platforms created by edtechs 
underscored the importance of collaboration with international researchers.

PANEL DISCUSSION 
Digital Blueprint for Smart Learning

Mr. Rohit Rana
Vice Chairman

SAITM

Dr. Indrajit Bhattacharya
Former Director

NABET



Mr. Janak Khandwala
Vice President 

Silver Oak University

Highlighting the idea that digital technology should extend beyond education, he emphasized 
its role in overcoming physical classroom constraints and stressed the importance of using 
technology to boost student performance. Implementing a "Fastest Finger First" approach to 
analyze data, the focus is on tracking screen time and identifying pages where students spend 
more time, all aimed at refining strategies for an enhanced educational experience.

Ms. Arti Chopra
Principal

Amity International School

Outlined on three main cornerstones - Workforce, data handling, and technology itself, 
advocating for Professional Learning Networks (PLN) as a crucial part of the system. 
Emphasized the imperative for flexible learning, consistent teacher training, and compulsory 
cybersecurity education for students, underscoring the importance of personalized learning.

Ms. Prachi Jain
Managing Director

Bhagwan Mahavir University

Highlighting the lag in education's data insights, she suggested a government focus 
akin to the financial sector. Trends like AR, VR, AI, 5G, and robotics were discussed. 
In her conclusion, she focused on building a digital ecosystem, questioning teacher 
readiness for tools, advocating for ed-tech partnerships to expand educators, and 
proposing AI and AR to cut costs and benefit the entire system.

Recognizing ongoing tech changes and educator training, emphasis on top-down tech 
acceptance. Teachers drive initiatives with AR, VR, and AI, differentiating between 
teacher and student-centered approaches, emphasizing empathy. Stressing the 
importance of evolving maintenance needs, advocacy for proper upkeep and servicing.

Ms. Aparna Erry
Principal

DAV Public School



Dr. Dheeraj Sanghi
Vice Chancellor 

JK Lakshmipat University

He began by advocating for government subsidies to private universities, stressing the 
importance of equal distribution. Criticizing the inefficiency of India's loan system, he 
proposed replacing the EMI option for improved accessibility to education.

Ms. Sakshi Agrawal Bansal
Executive Director

SAGE University

Acknowledging the impact of COVID, she highlighted the evolution of universities and the 
increased popularity of online courses. Emphasizing accountability, she discussed how they 
track student performance and mentioned collaborations with content creators.

Dr. Manimala Puri
Vice Chancellor 

Pimpri Chinchwad University

She emphasized the limited access to education for millions, critiquing the conventional focus 
on producing doctors and engineers. She noted the role of parental guidance in students 
leaving India for higher education and discussed barriers like quality, affordability, and 
accountability. Vocational education was highlighted as a crucial focus.

Dr. Nagesh Bhandari
President 

Indus University

He discussed the British influence on the Indian education system, lamenting the loss of the 
Gurukul setup. Highlighting funding disparities between IITs and private colleges, he 
expressed concern about IIT graduates working abroad, with over 18 lakhs students planning 
to shift abroad for education.

Dr. Joseph Marianus Kujur SJ
Director 

Xavier Institute of Social Service

He noted Collegedunia as a model for universal access to education and emphasized 
social norms and unequal opportunities as barriers. Proposing a solution, he 
advocated for quality education beyond societal norms, aiming for equal 
opportunities and access for all.

PANEL DISCUSSION 
Universal Access to Education: Leaving no one behind



Mr. Gaurav Tiwari
Pro-Chancellor 

Mansarovar Global University

Entering the discussion, he noted a shift away from conventional courses, emphasizing that 
students are more inclined towards upskilling. He highlighted the changing dynamics of 
teaching and learning, attributing it to the advancements in digital learning and the 
education sector.

Dr. Debjani Dasgupta
Director

School of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics
D Y Patil Deemed to be University

Concluding, she expressed that innovation can drive growth in education, 
specifically noting the potential of AI if handled responsibly. Emphasizing 
that AI cannot replace humans or their jobs due to the lack of consciousness, 
she highlighted students' keen interest in fostering innovation.

Dr. Neha Sharma
Director

Shanti Business School

She emphasized the necessity of innovation for all, highlighting its transformative 
impact on teaching and learning. Addressing challenges in accessibility, 
affordability, awareness, and adversity, she called for inclusive solutions across 
rural, urban, and semi-urban areas. Emphasizing that successful private 
partnerships require freedom and equal opportunities, she drew parallels with 
government colleges.

She highlighted free training for underprivileged girls, sharing a success story of 1000 
girls completing courses with the highest package at 16 LPA. COVID facilitated online 
learning, introducing the Electronics Library, and she emphasized technology's role in 
enhancing youth employability.

Ms. Mamta Nanda
Principal

Ryan International School



CS B. Narasimhan
Vice President 

Institute of Company Secretaries of India

At our institute (ICSI), we incorporated AI into our curriculum during the recent 
syllabus update, acknowledging its integral role in the future. Recognizing the 
importance of adapting to AI, we see it as a key factor for our success.

Prof. Ravindra Kumar Sinha
Vice Chancellor

Gautam Buddha University

AI, like any technology, empowers individuals as a tool to enhance capabilities and channel 
creativity. Acknowledging its potential, the speaker highlighted the belief that human 
intelligence can create counterparts for each AI tool.

Prof. Biswajoy Chatterjee
Vice Chancellor 

University of Engineering and Management

He highlighted the vital role of artificial intelligence in the Indian education system, 
emphasizing personalized, adaptive learning for different learning speeds.
Key components like AI Grader, Feedback AI, and Speechify were introduced, 
underlining the importance of human oversight, particularly in grading processes, 
for accuracy and fairness.

Prof. (Dr.) Rajiv Prakash
Director 
IIT Bhilai

Expressing gratitude, the speaker emphasized the increasing reliance on computers and AI for 
academic solutions. They highlighted the importance of understanding data sources and 
sizes, advocating for the right data use. While valuing AI, the speaker emphasized its 
complementarity with human intelligence, underscoring the irreplaceable role of classroom 
teachers. The use of AI tools for tutorial classes to enhance individual learning experiences 
was also discussed.

Discussing personalization in learning, he cited an example from New South Wales 
University where AI allowed one individual to provide personalized attention to a 
class of 500 students. Emphasizing India's growing population and the need for 
more teachers, he highlighted the potential of AI tools in shaping education. 
Exploring AI tools in student counseling, he mentioned Student Personal Guidance 
(SPG), acknowledging that while AI can contribute, it's not the sole answer to all 
educational challenges.

PANEL DISCUSSION 
The Power of Artificial Intelligence: Transforming Education

Prof. Sandeep Sancheti
Provost 

Marwadi University



Explored two perspectives on AI—concerns about harm and the inevitability of its persistence. Shared 
a poignant phrase by poet Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, cautioning against blind reliance on science. 
Concluded by affirming AI's presence and highlighting its impact depends on individuals' use for 
positive or negative purposes.

Dr. Alexander Jesudasan
Pro-Vice Chancellor 

Hindustan Institute of Technology and Science

He discussed changes in education, emphasizing that AI can assist but not 
replace teachers. He advocated for AI reaching rural areas, providing tools for 
analytics and creativity to teachers. Noting higher creativity in school education, 
he highlighted effective feedback and progress tracking through technology. He 
stressed guiding youth to use mobile phones constructively.

Mr. Amol Arora
Managing Director

Shemrock and Shemford Group of Schools

He proposed community centers in rural areas to address disparities and highlighted 
his business model of opening a new school weekly. Addressed evolving privacy 
concerns and cited AI benefits in schools. Advocated for making AI a core skill, 
emphasizing schools' responsibility for leveraging it. He urged redefining "good" in 
education, promoting critical thinking, and anticipated a potential shift in the value 
of traditional education with the rise of online alternatives.

Dr. Aditya Bavadekar
Director

MIMA Institute of Management

He discussed ChatGPT, highlighting its use in assessment and interview prepara-
tion. Noting AI's ability to provide feedback on correctness and errors, he empha-
sized its role in enhancing flexibility within the education system.

AI was employed for prediction and analysis, emphasizing the need to understand its 
neurological linkage, especially in medical science's future. Concerns were raised about 
AI replacing human thoughts in parenting and education, advocating for defined limits. 
The speaker expressed gratitude to Collegedunia for discussing AI's influence in 
education and posed a question on distinguishing student performance when using 
ChatGPT in a class. Dr. Arvind Aggarwal

President
Arya Group of Colleges

Prof. RS Rai
Director, IQAC 

Amity University
Noida



Collegedunia Excellence Awards 2023
OUR ESTEEMED JURY

AWARD WINNERS

Father Sebastian George, SJ
Director

XLRI Jamshedpur 

Prof. Arvind Choubey
Director

NIT Durgapur

Prof. B.V. Ramana Reddy
Director

NIT Kurukshetra

Prof. Bidyadhar Subudhi
Director

NIT Warangal

Prof. S. K. Singh
Vice Chancellor

Rajasthan Technical University

Prof. Sudhir Kumar 
Sopory

Former Vice Chancellor
Jawaharlal Nehru University

Prof. Yashwant Singh
Former Director

Banaras Hindu University

Expressed happiness about efforts to promote education and advocated for reflecting on teaching in rural areas. 
Emphasized the potential of students from rural areas and urged a mechanism to destress the education system for 
fostering innovative ideas. Appreciated CD for the appointment as a jury member.

~Prof. Sudhir Kumar Sopory, Former Vice Chancellor, JNU

Privileged to be present, acknowledged the implementation of the new education policy, and highlighted the shift from 
teacher-centric to student-centric teaching. Recognized the role of technology in changing the educational landscape 
and congratulated CD for organizing CD Summit 3.0.

~Prof. S.K Singh, Vice Chancellor, Rajasthan Technical University

Expressed gratitude to organizers for the noble cause of providing education, discussed India's evolution in tech and 
startups, and emphasized the value of education in a holistic manner.

~Prof. (Dr.) Rajiv Prakash, Director, IIT- Bhilai

Higher Education Category

Excellence in Education- South Zone
Vishwa Vishwani Institute of Systems 

& Management

Leading Private Engineering University
University of Engineering & 

Management

Excellence in Technology Advancement
School of Biotechnology & Bioinformatics,

D Y Patil Deemed to be University,
Navi Mumbai



Higher Education Category

Excellence in Education- North Zone
IMS Ghaziabad 

(University Courses Campus)

Excellence in Social Responsibility
Netaji Subhas University

Excellence in Mass Communication 
Education

National Institute Of Mass 
Communication

Design University of the Year 
Anant National University Excellence in Creating Job Opportunity

IIA Group
Excellence in Education- Central Zone

Sage University, Bhopal

Excellence in Medical Education
Jassar Dental Medical

Education Health Foundation

Excellence in Education- East Zone
Sister Nivedita University



Individual Category

Outstanding Leadership Award
Dr. Aman Mittal

Vice President, Lovely Professional University

Outstanding Leadership Award
Dr. Nagesh Bhandari
President, Indus University

Changemaker of the Year Award

Outstanding Leadership Award

Outstanding Leadership Award
Mr. Sahil Aggarwal

Co-Founder and CEO Rishihood University

Lifetime Achievement Award 
Dr. Dheeraj Sanghi, 

Vice Chancellor JK Lakshmipat University

Change Maker of the Year
Mr. Ashish Gupta

Director of Admissions & Outreach RV University

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 Mr. Anil Somani

Chairman FOSTIIMA Business School 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 Mr. Nayan Banker

Chief Financial Officer Auro hotels-India Division,
Auro University 



Marketing Category

Edu Corporates

School Category

Digital Marketeer of the Year Award



Industry Presentation

Physics Wallah Skills

Presented by: Mr. Imran Rashid, CBO, Physics Wallah

Presented by: Dr. Shweta Choudhary, Founder, InnovHER

Accelerating your admission journey: 
A case study presentation of 400% growth in 4 years2
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Collegedunia Connect in Media
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